
 
 
June 2016 
 
 
 
Dear Valley View CUSD 365U Families and Students, 
 
Over the last 18 months, Valley View CUSD 365U, like all school districts across the nation, has 
closely monitored the national conversation about the transgender community and our schools.  In 
our schools, faculty and staff work daily to preserve the dignity and safety of all of our students. 
 The purpose of this letter to our families and students is to briefly inform you how Valley View 365U 
is addressing transgender questions as they arise. 
 
In partnership with the diverse community we serve, Valley View 365U will maintain a safe 
environment for students and staff by providing engaged learning opportunities that result in 
continuous improvement for all students (Board Policy 1.30).  One of the most challenging issues 
facing transgender students is the use of bathrooms and locker rooms.  The U.S. Department of 
Justice & U.S. Department of Education’s position on students’ access to bathrooms and locker 
rooms states that a student has the right to use the locker room and bathroom of the student’s 
gender identity.  The U.S. Department of Education has conditioned school districts’ receipt of 
federal money on complying with this position, and federal money makes up a significant part of 
Valley View 365U’s funding. 
 
This is a mission that we take seriously and have worked diligently with a specialized committee, 
legal counsel, and maintenance staff to ensure that all students will have access to a range of 
support options, such as access to gender-neutral washrooms, private stalls in washrooms, and 
other facility changes.  Transgender students have access to supports tailored to their individual 
needs through the initiation of a student support plan, which can be created in collaboration with 
parents and District support staff.  
 
For further reference, please refer to The U.S. Department of Justice & U.S. Department of 
Education’s Dear Colleague Letter on Transgender Students: 
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-201605-title-ix-transgender.pdf 
 
If you have questions, please contact Erica Ekstrom, Executive Director of Student Services or 
Carie Johnstone, Assistant Executive Director of Student Supports, 815-886-2700. 
 

Respectfully, 

 
Dr. James Mitchem 
Superintendent 
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