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OUR MISSION: 

T he mission of Valley View School District is to 

provide our gifted and talented students 

differentiated instruction that is driven by exploration 

commensurate with their exceptional abilities through a 

spectrum of curricular and instructional gifted services and 

opportunities.  The District will provide programs for gifted 

and talented students to work together under the 

guidance of trained teachers in an atmosphere that is 

intellectually and academically rigorous, fosters creativity, 

and provides emotional support.  

PROGRAM SUMMARY: 

The Valley View School District Challenge program consists 

of self-contained classrooms for students in grades two 

through five located at two buildings: Robert C. Hill and 

Jonas Salk, in Romeoville & Bolingbrook respectively. 



WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE GIFTED & TALENTED? 

According to the National Excellence Report (U.S. 

Department of Education, 1993), “children...with 

outstanding talent perform or show potential at 

remarkably high levels of accomplishment...in intellectual, 

creative, and/or artistic areas...or excel is special academic 

fields...Outstanding talents are present in children...from 

all cultural groups, across all economic strata, and in all 

areas of human endeavor.” 

The National Association for Gifted Children states that 

“exceptionally capable learners are children who progress 

in learning at a significantly faster pace than do other 

children of the same age...Such children are found in all 

segments of society.” 

HOW ARE CHALLENGE PROGRAM STUDENTS 

IDENTIFIED IN VALLEY VIEW? 

In November of each year, all Grade 1 students in Valley 

View complete the Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test (2nd 

Edition) which provides a nonverbal, culturally neutral 

assessment of general ability that is ideal for identifying 

gifted and talented students in a diverse population. 

Several other factors are also considered when 

determining qualification for the Challenge program, 

including district achievement tests, classroom 

performance, and social-emotional dynamics. 

WHO TEACHES IN THE CHALLENGE PROGRAM 

CLASSROOMS AT RC HILL AND JONAS SALK? 

Valley View Challenge program teachers  must receive a 

gifted education endorsement from the Illinois State Board 

of Education. Challenge program staff are also provided 

extensive professional development in gifted and talented 

education strategies. 

WHAT CURRICULUM IS TAUGHT IN THE CHALLENGE 

PROGRAM CLASSES? 

There are six main educational strands that are the focus 

of the Challenge program curriculum: enrichment, 

acceleration, critical thinking, creative thinking, problem 

solving, and research.  

In English-Language Arts (ELA) and Math, student learning 

is based on the Common Core State Standards Initiative. 

However, Challenge program curriculum is accelerated 

one year beyond (for example, Grade 2 Challenge focuses 

on Grade 3 ELA and Math content). Challenge program 

curriculum also includes additional resources, including 

ELA materials from the College of William & Mary’s Center 

for Gifted Education and advanced Math tasks from the 

Mathematics Assessment Resource Service (MARS). 

Science and Social Studies curriculum is taught at grade 

level with additional enhancements to meet the students’ 

rigorous level of understanding. 


