
  

Creating a Legacy for Our Community: 

Valley View School District’s Approach to a Green and 

Healthy Environment 
By Michael Lopez, Director of Building Operations 

 
Although each of the twenty educational facilities in the district proudly displays their 

individual school colors, they can all lay claims to adding a shade of green to them as 

well. That’s because for the past decade, Valley View schools serving the communities of 

Romeoville and Bolingbrook, Illinois, have been diligently implementing 

environmentally friendly- or “green”- initiatives. These initiatives have resulted in better 

facilities, better energy management, and better learning environments for the students. 

They have included everything from facility operations and practices, to the creative 

activities and programs implemented by faculty and students. 

 

Well before “green” was fashionable to talk about, the district was quietly implementing 

an energy management program that would help reduce the amount of hours that the 

lights stayed on in the schools. Under the direction of Al Smith, District Maintenance 

Leadman, the schools were outfitted with special lighting control panels that 

automatically turned off the lights in each of the buildings after hours. If a space required 

lights after school, the lights could be controlled to stay on for a specified period of time. 

This program has resulted in significant savings to the district’s utility bills over the last 

ten years. Recognizing that 70% of America’s electricity is consumed by buildings, this 

has proven to be a wise investment for the district. Mr. Smith has also been responsible 

for implementing a light bulb recycling program that takes approximately three thousand 

fluorescent bulbs (or “lamps”) used in the district each year, and crushes them to be 

handled by a recycler in the area.  

 

Water conservation plays an important part in environmental management as well. 

Americans use five billion gallons of water per day to flush toilets. That is why Bob 

Braasch, District Maintenance Leadman, has overseen the installation of electronic 

sensors on all of the toilets, urinals and faucets in the schools, significantly reducing 

water consumption where it counts most. Mr. Braasch has taken other conservation 

measures as well. The selection of appropriate landscaping, and environmentally friendly 

products for the 430 acres of school grounds, has literally and figuratively contributed to 

greener campuses in the district. The use of recycled materials for specified outdoor 

benches and playgrounds is just one example of this. 

 

Over the last decade, as the district renovated and re-built the majority of their schools- a 

program aimed at addressing the growing student population- they paid attention to not 

just the upfront costs, but also the long term, or operating, costs to run the facilities. John 

Zon, District Maintenance Manager, has coordinated with the engineers, the design and 

construction of all the mechanical systems that heat and cool the 2.5 million square feet 

of space in the district. Energy efficient boilers, air handlers and chillers play a significant 

role in reducing the amount of energy consumed to operate the facilities. Recognizing 



that buildings consume over 40% of the energy used in our country and account for 38% 

of carbon emissions, specifying and operating the right equipment plays an important part 

in reducing our reliance on non-renewable resources. 

 

Additionally, by including digital controls on the mechanical equipment, and designing a 

sophisticated building automation system, district technicians are able to keep an eye on 

the HVAC equipments’ performance, and make adjustments to ensure better energy 

utilization. The orchestrator of the high tech software, Lead Technician Chris Thill, 

diligently monitors and updates the system to optimize performance for all mechanical 

equipment. Part of Mr. Thill’s daily routine is to preview on the computer, the hundreds 

of pieces of equipment on roofs, in mechanical rooms, and throughout the buildings, to 

ensure their proper operating condition. 

 

The district’s commitment to the environment is no more apparent then in the design and 

construction of Bolingbrook High School. The school is the first in Illinois- and the third 

school in the nation- to be LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) 

certified, a distinction that carries more than the award given to honor it. Because of the 

many sustainable features utilized in the design and construction of the premier school, 

the project is credited with implementing long term features that make it a healthy 

environment for the students, faculty and community. Natural daylight in all the 

classrooms improves student learning ability over those classrooms without, according to 

studies on the subject. Use of products with low VOC’s, or volatile organic chemicals, 

such as in paints, maintains a healthier environment. The use of materials in construction 

that have significant recycled content reduces the impact on the need to extract non-

renewable resources from the earth. Last year, Bolingbrook High School was included as 

one of the tour sites at the International U.S. Green Build Council’s convention in 

Chicago, which had over 20,000 attendees from all over the world. The school is 

currently one of several LEED certified buildings in Illinois that is part of a joint study by 

the Illinois EPA and USGBC to measure energy savings in green facilities. 

 

Many of the other schools in the district have integrated sustainability into their 

curriculum and activities. The Ecology Club at Martinez Middle School is a science club 

for students who are interested in environmental issues. The students connect with nature 

through positive learning experiences, such as taking field trips to the zoo where 

conservation classes are offered, and Chicago’s Green Festival to learn about what is new 

and exciting in the “green” industry. They also sponsor various projects like a Recycled 

Art Fair, and an Earth Day Celebration, and clean up the school grounds and local woods. 

For the 2007-2008 school year the school received a DCEO recycling grant to implement 

a school wide recycling program. This past November, Martinez School students co-

hosted their first America Recycles Day event with the Romeoville Green Team.  It was a 

community event at the school to encourage Village of Romeoville residents to recycle. 

In honor of the America Recycles Day event, the school received a Proclamation for 

America Recycles Day from the Mayor of Romeoville.   

 

Woodview Elementary School in Bolingbrook has embraced the “Go Green Initiative”, a 

comprehensive program designed to create a culture of environmental responsibility on 



school campuses across the nation. The school maintains a monthly theme that is 

associated with environmental awareness, and the students are reminded to act 

responsibly both at school and at home. 

 

Romeoville High School recently started a Green Club, with the students doing all 

campus clean-ups, posting “green tips” for everyone, and encouraging ways to recycle. 

Other schools have implemented grass roots activities in their daily routines: using only 

half the lights in the classrooms, printing fewer materials in the classroom, recycling print 

cartridges, and having energy patrols. 

  

By getting the students involved in environmentally friendly (and fun) activities, the 

schools are securing a positive attitude and approach in our future generation to maintain 

our communities; and in operating district facilities with an eye towards conservation, the 

district leads by example, and provides a positive model for the kids.  

 

Today’s students become tomorrow’s voice in their communities as they understand the 

relevance and importance in taking care of our homes, our schools, our neighborhoods, 

and our planet. Just as they can fondly look back upon their school colors, they can also 

carry with them the knowledge of how to paint the earth many shades of green. 

 

 

 

 

 
 


